
www.faithsearch.org
SPRING 2005

Inside This Issue:

(Cont. on page 3)

“Extending the Vision” is… ah, well… 
really extending! Although our intent has 
been to extend the FaithSearch message 
to “new geographic regions, languages and 
cultures,” it is still a little awe inspiring 
to see how God has begun powerfully to 
do just that.

India
As exciting as it has been to see Faith-

Search take hold in India, it looks like the 
tracks for a major expansion of the Faith-
Search message there are being laid right 
now. God willing: 

• Beginning in August of this year, we 
will begin coordinating with mainline 
and evangelical denominational lead-
ership to conduct training conferences 

for their pastors—as many as one to 
two thousand at a single conference. 
The goal over the next fi ve years is to 
train and place FaithSearch materi-
als into the hands of at least 25,000 
pastors face-to-face. 

• Beginning in February 2006, selected 
faculty and administrators from the 
top 100 Bible Colleges and Seminaries 
in India will be invited to FaithSearch

Extending the Vision

A Small Ministry… 
A Global Message!

�
��

�
��

��
� ��� ���������

Through Multi
pli

ca
ti
on

�
�

��
�

��
��

��
�

��
�

�
�

�

The 2005 FaithSearch Celebration Ban-
quet has been scheduled for Thursday eve-
ning, May 5. Grace Church in Eden Prairie, 
site of last year’s record-setting event, has 
again been selected to host the event. 

The theme of the celebration will 
be “Sharing the Vision,” drawn from the 
ministry’s 2005 theme verse, 2 Timothy 2:2.
As our “Extending the Vision” campaign 
enters its fourth year, we have adopted the 
tagline “through multiplication” to refl ect 
this year’s focus on extending the impact of 

FaithSearch by equipping others to have a 
FaithSearch ministry of their own.

The “Sharing the Vision” theme also 
extends to each person touched by the 
ministry of FaithSearch. We are asking 
everyone to make a point of bringing 
at least one other person to the banquet 
with them. If each of us is able to engage 
one other who was previously not involved 
to support our ministry—whether through 
prayer, fi nancial giving, volunteering, using 
our resources or attending FaithSearch

2005 Celebration Banquet

Sharing the Vision

(Cont. on page 3)

Extending the Vision: 
A Small Ministry... A Global Message!
It’s no surprise but awe inspiring nonetheless that God 
is extending our small ministry—just as we asked Him.

2005 Celebration Banquet: 
Sharing the Vision
Reserve May 5 for a unique evening of celebrating 
God’s faithfulness to Faith Studies International.

Ministry Extension in 2004
We have been excited to see the many ways God has 
honored our intention to “Extend the Vision.”

Welcome, Jason Gudim
New to our staff over a year ago, we’re fi nally getting 
around to introducing Jason.

What People Are Saying
Selected comments from individuals touched by the 
ministry of FaithSearch

FaithSearchCenter.org
A new Web site has been launched to support our 
multiplication ministry.

FaithSearch Field Reports
Personal refl ections from our evangelists.

Praise and Prayer Items

January-February 
2005

Events 21

Attendance 3,019

Recorded faith commitments 188

Growing Faith* 36

* Expressed interest in Growing Faith 
discussion group

GOD AT 
WORK
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FAITHSEARCH We have been excited to see God honor 
our intention to “Extend the Vision,” in 
season and out, in good times and bad. 
(See 2 Timothy 4:1-3.) Here are some of 
the many ways we have seen our ministry 
grow this past year, extending the impact 
of FaithSearch. Please join us in praising 
God for His faithfulness.

More than 20,000 people 
attended about 180 FaithSearch 
outreach and equipping 
events in calendar year 
2004. In addition, our 
North American and 
Indian FaithSearch 
Associates conducted 
21 additional events, 
proclaiming the Gospel 
with evidence to nearly 
1,300 more people. There were 
27 FaithSearch Associates trained in 
2004: 15 in India in February, and 12 at 
our offi ce in November.

After many of our events, for a variety 
of reasons, we do not receive any written 
responses. In fact, 89% of attendees at our 
events in 2004 did not give us a written 
response. Out of the 11% who did provide 
written responses, there were more than 
1,200 individuals who indicated they 
had made faith commitments to follow 
Jesus Christ. This means that over half of 
all written responses we received were from 
people who had responded to the Gospel 
in faith.

About 50,000 pieces of ministry 
publications were distributed, includ-
ing 5,300 Surprised by Faith books. We 
continue to add to our publications and 
improve their quality. When we consider 
the readership of these materials, plus 
the thousands of pastors and associates 
who have received training and who use 
them in their ministries, and the radio and 
television audiences who have heard our 
proclamation, we estimate that more than 
1,000,000 people read or heard all or part 
of the powerful evidence of FaithSearch
in 2004.

We also changed our Web site last year, 
from faithstudies.org to faithsearch.org. We 
added a second site to support our multi-
plication ministry: faithsearchcenter.org. 
The traffi c and product sales on the sites 
tripled in 2004, compared to 2003.

A new initiative, the FaithSearch
Challenge 500, was started to mobilize 
our staff, prayer volunteers and supporters 
to pray regularly by name for unsaved 
friends and associates. This has kept the 

importance of outreach foremost in our 
minds. God has been faithful to bring sev-
eral of these individuals to faith in Jesus. 
(For details, please refer to our Web site: 
www.faithsearch.org/Challenge500.)

A total of 551 donors gave $422,000 
during 2004 to support this ministry. Of 

these, 10 are at the President’s Cabi-
net level (giving $10,000 or more), 

128 are President’s Circle ($500-
$9,999), and 413 are Faith-

Search Foundation (giving 
up to $500). The aver-

age annual contribu-
tion for all donors 
was $765, while the 

median gift was $100 
(the same number of 

annual gifts above and 
below that amount). Of the 

top 135 donors (25%) from 2003, 
we are so grateful that 85% con-

tinued their giving in 2004. Income 
overall was signifi cantly below budget, but 
by reducing expenses and staff we were able 
to sustain a strong ministry.

All of this encourages us to press on 
with renewed effort to fulfi ll our mission: 
To call people to new life through faith in 
Jesus Christ by proclaiming the Christian 
Gospel with supporting evidence primarily 
through FaithSearch.

Ministry Extension in 2004

“Thank you for helping me to find a way to 
reach my son & husband.” —BG, Tempe, AZ

“Intensely interesting” —RJ, St. Paul, MN

“This is what I need to help others know 
Christ” —LL, East Bethel, MN

“Thank you very much.  I brought my 
children, but I learned more (I think).” —MH

“This terrific seminar reaffirmed that I can 
have solid assurance of where I am going 
to spend eternity! Thank you so much! 
This was awesome!” —DJ, Kerrville, TX

“This was an awesome beginning to my 
journey in faith.” —JJ, Plymouth, MN

MINISTRY
EXTENSION

Welcome 
Jason Gudim

We have been remiss in welcoming a new 
staff member in these pages. Jason Gudim 
started as our accounts receivable clerk in 
February 2004. In addition to processing sales 
and donations, Jason also works in the ware-
house, processes orders, takes care of the mail, 

and does general chores that 
make the office run. He 
even helps with computers 
and networking. “He’s a 
great guy to have around,” 
said Laura Miles, director of 
administrative services and 
Jason’s supervisor.

Jason heard about 
FaithSearch from his brother in law, who 
attends Southwest Christian High School, 
right next door to us. Jason and Esther, his 
wife of almost three years, live in Shakopee. 
Jason is attending Crown College, pursuing 
a BS in the Business Management and Net-
work Administration. 

Before coming to FaithSearch, he worked 
in the main offi ce of NAPA Auto Parts. Jason 
grew up in Grand Forks, ND, and has also 
lived in Oklahoma City, where he attended 
Oklahoma Christian University and worked 
as a youth pastor. He studied broadcasting 
for a while, and even had his own Webcast 
radio show. Although he is passionate about 
sports, he says he hopes to end up in a teach-
ing role some day. “We’ll just see where God 
puts me,” he said.

For now, we’re glad He’s brought you 
here to FaithSearch. 



training conferences at sites in the 
north and south. The goal is to have 
these schools, which train most of 
the future leadership of the Chris-
tian church in India, implement the 
FaithSearch material as part of their 
curriculum. This means that most 
future pastors in India will be equipped 
with the persuasive evidences of the 
FaithSearch message—for the exis-
tence of a personal God; the integrity 
and historical reliability of the Bible; 
the deity and resurrection of Jesus 
Christ; the nature of biblical faith; 
and the miracle of new life. What an 
incredible opportunity! India Campus 
Crusade for Christ (ICCC) will coor-
dinate the conferences.

• The equipping of mature Campus 
Crusade staff to become FaithSearch
Associates is maturing, and will con-
tinue in February of 2006. The goal is 
to have two associates committed to 
the ministry of teaching FaithSearch 
in each of twenty-one India states 
within three years.

• FaithSearch training has been 
included in the curriculum of the 
Great Commission Training Centers 
(GCTC) and the International Lead-
ership Academies (ILA). This means 
that every ICCC worker, present and 
future, will be trained to use Faith-
Search in their respective ministries 
on campuses and with churches. 

America, too!
Last November, twelve men and 

women gathered at our offi ce to become 
the fi rst North American class of Faith-
Search Associates. They spent all day 
discussing the FaithSearch materials and 
received their own PowerPoint teaching 
presentation (the same one our evangelists 
use). At least three are already actively 
teaching the FaithSearch presentation 
for discipleship and outreach. More of 
these training conferences will be held 
throughout this year. 

Arizona Community Church, one of 
the churches where Dr. Bierle ministered in 
January, responded with great enthusiasm 

(Cont. from page 1)Extending the Vision
to the FaithSearch message. Their senior 
pastor and some key lay professionals have 
expressed interest in being a Southwest 
extension of our FaithSearch Training 
Center. If this becomes a reality, it may 
become a prototype to multiply our Faith-
Search associate training to major cities 
across the U.S. 

Sharing the Vision
It is since Dr. Bierle was convicted 

about the concept of “giving it away”—that 
is, entrusting the FaithSearch message to 
others who will be able to carry it beyond 
where we are able to bring it ourselves—
that these exciting developments have 
begun. This year, we want to include you 
as well. We are intentionally inviting each 
friend and supporter of FaithSearch like-
wise to multiply their involvement in the 
ministry into the life of at least one other 
person this year. 

We encourage you to support the 
ministry financially, and to a greater 
extent than previously. Begin again to 
invite your friends to FaithSearch events. 
Tell your church about the ministry of 
FaithSearch. Get involved by sponsoring 
or volunteering in planning an event in 
your community. And specifi cally, invite 
and bring someone new to the Celebra-
tion Banquet, May 5, at Grace Church in 
Eden Prairie. (See accompanying article.) 
Though we are a small ministry, together 
and with God’s help, we can multiply the 
impact of FaithSearch here at home and 
around the world.

events—we would immediately double 
our base of support. That would indeed be 
a cause of celebration.

There is already much to celebrate in 
response to God’s faithfulness, so you’ll cer-
tainly want to be there to 
rejoice with us (see “Min-
istry Extension” on page 
2). One highlight of this 
year’s banquet will be the 
arrival of Sorprendido por 
la Fe, the Spanish transla-
tion of Dr. Bierle’s book 
Surprised by Faith. Carlos 
Fernandez, from Lima, Peru, who translated 
the work, will be on hand to introduce the 
long-awaited book. 

The release of this resource will facilitate 
the next front for “Extending the Vision” into 
new languages and geographic regions. Under 

Sharing the Vision (Cont. from page 1)

Carlos’ guidance, our proclamation of the 
Gospel with evidence through FaithSearch 
will be extended to Spanish-speaking people 
in the United States and around the world. 
Spanish is the third-most widely spoken lan-
guage on Earth.

Dr. Bierle will also present an exciting 
update on the progress of our ministry. 
With everything that is going on and all 
the opportunities God has provided for the 
coming years, we’re confi dent you will be 
blessed to hear fi rsthand. We will also be 
presenting an opportunity to support our 
ministry. Please ask God how He would 
have you be involved this year. 

The gathering will begin at 6:00 PM, 
with a punchbowl reception. Dinner will 
be served at 6:30, with our special program 
planned for 7:45 PM. We look forward to 
seeing you there.

FaithSearchCenter.org 
Our webmaster and director of 

communications, Rick Wattman, has 
begun creating a new Web site to serve 
our growing faculty of associates. The 
wonderful benefit of the Internet is that 
the same site is accessible to all associates, 
whether they are in India or America—or 
anywhere else. 

In addition to general information 
about our multiplication ministry through 
The FaithSearch Center, which is 
accessible by the general public, associates 
are given access to a private area. There 
we can give them presentation updates, 
relevant articles, associate schedules, and 
continuing training. 

As God opens doors and leads us to South 
America, Russia and other countries around 
the world, to train pastors and associates to 
proclaim the FaithSearch message, we can 
effectively and economically maintain 
contact with a global faculty through this 
Web site. This way we—and they—can be 
more effective at the work of ministry as we 
respond to God’s call.



  
Praise

   Rejoice with us!
  

Prayer
   Please lift in prayer:

Denny McKeever
A great part of my joy at FaithSearch comes 

from seeing new believers grow in their relation-
ship with Christ.  The church has an obligation 
to help every new believer lay the foundation for a 
lifetime of growth in Christ and to become responsi-
ble, reproducing members of His body. Yet Christian 
researcher and pollster Dr. George Barna has said the 
church does “A” work in proclamation but “D” work 
in follow-up.  We agree: Follow-up is the key.  

The work of evangelism is incomplete without the follow-up of 
new believers.  Evangelism is not just getting “decisions” but also 
providing immediate nurture for every person who chooses to follow 
Jesus Christ as Savior and Lord.  The Great Commission—the strat-
egy which Jesus Himself gave us to reach the world—can never be 
identifi ed with proclamation only. The immediate nurture of new 
believers is absolutely essential if maturity in Christ and assimila-
tion into the local church are to occur.

Through the use of Dr. Bierle’s discipleship manual Growing 
Faith, literally thousands have been nurtured to maturity in Christ 
and are now faithfully living for Him.  We strongly encourage each 
church where we conduct a FaithSearch event to offer Growing Faith
studies immediately following the event.  Growing Faith is a critical 
link between proclamation and discipleship; between new life and a 
lifetime of growth in Jesus Christ.

I personally lead Growing Faith classes here in our offi ce through-
out the year.  It is incredible to see the impact Growing Faith is making 
in many lives.  Classes are punctuated with tears of joy as believers 
make the connection between their new relationship with Christ 
and how they can continually grow in Him.  A new awareness of 
the depth of God’s love often leads to deeply emotional responses.  
People experience great joy upon understanding the importance and 
authority of God’s Word in their life, the person and work of the Holy 
Spirit, and how to resist attempts to sidetrack our relationship with 
Christ.  The reward is further great joy at seeing believers “walking 
in the truth” (2 John 1:4).

If you would like to join one of our Growing Faith classes, or desire 
to get involved as a disciple maker yourself, just give us a call at the 
offi ce and we will be glad to talk with you.

Dr. Don Bierle
We are not trying to fool anyone: 

My wife Vernee and I love being in 
Arizona in January. But our recent 
three-week sojourn was anything but 
a vacation. 

I asked our director of ministry 
partner services, Kristi Wanamaker, 
to alert churches in that region to 
my availability for ministry while there. 
Wow! They took advantage of the offer, from Prescott 
to Tucson. The rest, as they say, is history, and God used 
it to change many lives for eternity.

What a thrill it was to share FaithSearch and my 
testimony with 1,100 Sunday worshippers at Arizona 
Community Church in Tempe. They purchased over 
six cases (300 copies) of Surprised by Faith to read and 
give to unbelieving friends and family members. We 
also preached and presented seminars with equal joy 
to two small churches of 50-100 members—in Tolleson 
and Tucson. God blessed our hearts with several fi rst-
time faith commitments to Christ and with many who 
reaffi rmed their faith. 

Enthusiasm was very high among the nearly 300 
who attended my “Reliability of the Bible” presentation 
at American Lutheran Church in Sun City. The next 
day they called our offi ce and scheduled me again for 
next January! An hour-and-a-half north of Phoenix, at 
Prescott, we revisited American Evangelical Lutheran 
Church for a third time. This trip was to present the 
new and powerful evidence for intelligent design—God’s 
fi ngerprints in nature—through FaithSearch Origins. 

Besides all these outreach and discipleship events, 
Vernee and I met with many of our prayer and fi nancial 
supporters in the area. 

One unbeliever’s testimony after a FaithSearch event 
represented several others: “It helped me to trust Jesus 
for my life. Thank you!” For Vernee and me, that’s more 
fulfi lling than any vacation. 

FaithSearch Field Reports

1. Keep praying for more events and opportunities to schedule events.  Our 
schedule is getting fuller – but there is always room for more.  

2. Please pray for the evangelists and the people who will be attending our 
upcoming events!  Pray for many that don’t know Him to come with recep-
tive hearts and for diligent follow-up. Use our schedule as your guide.  

3. Please pray as we begin to develop a twin cities Growing Faith discipleship 
network.  

4. Please continue to pray for the completion and publication of the Spanish 
version of Surprised by Faith, Sorprendido por la Fe. 

5. Please continue to pray that God’s Spirit will bring forth our fi nancial 
provision. 

6. Please pray for the many details as we implement new software for the 
ministry. Pray for accuracy and success in the data extraction from the 
old systems, and conversion and importation into the new.                                                                                                                                                                                                           

1. Praise God for the safe trip to and from India for Dr. Bierle, Denny 
McKeever and his wife, Joanie.  Thank Him for opportunities to train 
and give materials to hundreds of pastors and seminary students and 
faculty who will begin to use FaithSearch in their own ministries!

2. We have seen over thirty brand-new believers born into the kingdom 
of God in the fi rst two months of 2005!  Praise God!

3. Thank you for your prayers for wisdom for the board of directors 
regarding a new software partner for the ministry.  They approved 
the recommendation and our implementation for the accounting side 
is already underway!  

4. Praise God as we continue to see people sign up to give automatically
from their checking account to help support the ministry fi nancially!  
This new process saves us money in processing and provides more 
stable income for the ministry.  


